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Our Gospel lesson for this day finds the disciples in a boat. In the middle of the Sea of 

Galilee. In the middle of a storm. The waves are beating the boat and the wind is against them. 
We’ll talk more about this Gospel and Peter’s walk on water at our Wednesday night service, but 

for now, I’d like to point out what the text doesn’t say—what the disciples don’t do. Not one of 
them, as the boat is tossing all over, says, “One of us should go get Jesus.”  

 
You’ve got to admit: that would be a foolish plan. Far from land on a stormy sea, no one 

would make it to shore: anyone of them who tried would drown in short order. They can’t go get 

Jesus, but behold! Jesus comes to them, walking on water to get to His disciples, to still the 
storm and save their lives. They can’t get to Jesus. But Jesus comes to them. 

 
I. Lesson 1: Basic Law and Gospel (Romans 10:5-7) 

With that in mind, we turn to our epistle from Romans 10, which makes several 

important points about faith and your life as a Christian. The text begins by making a distinction 
between Law and Gospel: St. Paul writes, “For Moses writes about the righteousness that is 

based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them. But the 
righteousness based on faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”’ 

(that is, to bring Christ down) or ‘“Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that is to bring Christ up 
from the dead.” This is foundational to the Christian faith. The righteousness that is based on the 

Law says, “If you’re going to be righteous before God, you’ve got to do whatever it takes. If it 

takes ascending into heaven, grasping Jesus and bringing Him back down, that’s what you’ve got 
to do. If it takes descending into the abyss and bringing Christ up from the dead, then that’s 

what you’ve got to do.” Both examples are absurd, and that’s the point. You can’t ascend into 
heaven or descend into the abyss to save yourself. You can’t do any works to save yourself, 

because it’s impossible to save yourself in the first place. You can’t make yourself righteous by 

the Law.  
 

Now, God has given His Law to us—but not to make us righteous. Romans 3:20 declares, 
“For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin.” God’s Law shows us how sinful we are. It shows us our limitations, our 

weakness, our deadness. In the Gospel lesson, the laws of meteorology were preaching the same 
thing to the disciples. If it was up to them to get to Jesus, then the plan was clear: jump out of 

the boat and swim through the storm to dry ground. But though clear and great in theory, it’s 
impossible to do. That’s the righteousness based on the Law. You can be righteous as long as 

you keep God’s Law. That’s clear. It’s also impossible to do. 
 

This leaves us with the “righteousness based on faith:” this is the Gospel. The Gospel of 

Jesus Christ declares that you are righteous right now—not because of what you have done or 
what you will do, but because Jesus has forgiven you. He’s died on the cross to suffer the 

judgment for your sin, and He’s risen again to give you grace and life. When He gives you 
forgiveness, He also gives you faith. This is a crucial point, worth repeating: faith is not our part 

(something we do) in order to reach out to Jesus. Faith is His gift to us. Faith is His gift to us. It 
is He who gives us the faith to trust in Him, to believe that He forgives us. And because He 
forgives us and gives us faith to believe we’re forgiven, we are righteous in His sight. That’s the 

righteousness based on faith. 
 



To use the image of our Gospel lesson once again, you’re not righteous because you 

jumped out of the boat and swam to Jesus. You’re righteous because Jesus has come to you and 
saved you.  

 
II. Lesson 2: Presence and Word (Romans 10:8; 14-17) 

This leads us to the next lesson: how does Jesus come to you? For the disciples that 

night, He walked on water. For you, He comes just as miraculously. Romans 10:8 gives you the 
answer: “But what does [the righteousness based on faith] say? ‘The word is near you, in your 

mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim).” How does Jesus come 
near to you? He comes near to you by means of His Word. 

 
Jesus is, after all, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us (John 1:14). When you hear 

the Word of God, you hear the Word made flesh who is present to forgive your sins. This is how 

Jesus comes to give you forgiveness and faith, life and salvation. The Word is near you—and 
thus Jesus comes to you, even as He came to the disciples in the boat to save them.  

 
The Word is how Jesus forgives. It’s how God calls His children, how the Holy Spirit 

gathers the Church from all nations. Look at the conclusion of our text:   

 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 

"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 

us?" So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (Romans 
10:14-17) 
 

Faith comes through the Word.  
 

Now, add His Word to water, and you have Holy Baptism: for—as the Small Catechism 

proclaims—“Baptism is not simple water only, but it is the water comprehended in God’s 
command and connected with God Word!” Add His Word to bread and wine, and you have Holy 

Communion: as the Small Catechism declares, “It is not the eating and drinking indeed that [give 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation], but the words here written, ‘Given and shed for you for 
the remission of sins’; which words besides the bodily eating and drinking, are the chief thing in 
the Sacrament….” 

 

That is why, constantly in worship, we remember our baptism, we hear God’s Word and 
we partake of His Supper: it is by these means that Jesus—the Word—comes to us. Where the 

Word is, Jesus is; and where Jesus is, there is forgiveness. Without the Word, Jesus is not 
present to forgive; without forgiveness, we are lost. The boat is going down. 

 

 That is why we rejoice to hear God’s Word. 
 

III. Lesson 3: Believe and Confess (Romans 10:9-10) 
Hearing God’s Word, by His grace you believe it. You believe it by the faith that He gives 

in His Word. Believing it in your heart, you confess it with your mouth—in other words, you voice 

your agreement with it. Thus our text says, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 

heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved” (Romans 
10:9-10). Be careful! Some have tried to turn that statement into the righteousness of the Law, 

saying, “If you want to be saved, you have to believe and you have to have the courage to 
confess that faith with your mouth.” But this turns salvation into your works: your works of 



believing and speaking. Remember, though: faith is a gift of God, not your work. You’re not 

justified because you’ve worked up enough faith to believe, and you’re not saved because you’ve 
summoned up enough courage to say so. You’re justified because Jesus has given you faith to 

believe in Him. People voice what they believe. By faith, you agree with what Jesus says in His 
Word. And as you confess that Word to others, they hear God’s Word. By that Word, God is at 

work to give them faith and forgiveness; and thus He spreads His salvation from one to the next. 

 
IV. A Simple, Necessary Application 

Clearly, God’s Word is a precious gift to us, and do not take it for granted. The Lord 
could have remained aloof and far off, watching all in this world literally go to hell and not 

getting His hands dirty. But for you and for your salvation, He sent His Word that you might 
know His plan for salvation. He sent His Son, the Word made flesh, into this world so that the 

world might be saved through Him. He continues to send forth preachers to proclaim it publicly 

to His Church. He speaks to save you. He puts His Word in your ears to hear and believe, and in 
your mouth to speak and confess. 

 
He does it for you bountifully. He has established a nation for you with freedom of 

religion, so that you can hear the Word openly, publicly—and where the authorities will even 

defend your right do so! He has established a business model for the world where, for most, 
Sunday is a day where the offices are closed so that you have time to hear His Word. He has 

placed Bibles in your hands and homes so that you can read them—to yourself and to those 
around you. He provides His saving Word for you daily, and make no mistake: you need it daily. 

The devil doesn’t take a day off, and he connives with your sinful flesh to distract you from the 
life that Jesus gives in His Word. 

 

All of this said, my exhortation to you today is hardly novel or glamorous. But it is 
necessary. Simply put, be in the Word. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, and on a daily 

basis. Set aside Sunday mornings for worship here, because Jesus is near you to forgive in His 
Word here. Set aside a few minutes in the morning each day to read a portion of Scripture, and 

read a psalm or two before you go to bed at night. Make it a rule to read a passage at the dinner 

table and recite a bit of the Small Catechism. Be in the Word daily, because that is where Jesus is 
near for you. 

 
This will require discipline. It doesn’t just happen. It will require intentional scheduling on 

your part. This does not mean that you are earning your salvation by doing so. This is not a 

matter of justification, but a matter of sanctification—of living as one redeemed. It will require 
discipline because the last thing the devil and your sinful flesh want you to do is to listen to your 

Savior. They will create idols for you out of daily things. They will convince you that you have 
way too many things to do so that your hectic schedule becomes a god you must serve first. As 

they have argued that you needed a break from the Word during the summer, they’ll soon assert 
that the beginning of school activities prevent you from devotions. They will take weekend 

activities—God’s gifts to you for refreshment—and turn them into idols that take the place of 

Word and Sacrament. They will clog your mind with so many worries and cares that you feel you 
have no mental energy left for the Word; or else they’ll congest your brain with the mindlessness 

of the entertainment industry, whispering that the Bible is just so dull compared to reality TV. 
They’ll distract you with daydreams or distractions during the worship service and convince you 

that they are good excuses for saying, “At least I was there, so I’ve remembered the Sabbath 

Day.” 
 

Dear friends, if you are not in the Word on a daily basis, you are in something else 
instead. The devil doesn’t take a day off, and you may find yourself believing with your heart, 

and confessing with your lips, another gospel entirely.  
 



In the Large Catechism, Luther writes:  

 
Let me tell you this, even though you know God’s Word perfectly and are already a 

master in all things: you are daily in the devil’s kingdom [Colossians 1:13–14]. He ceases 
neither day nor night to sneak up on you and to kindle in your heart unbelief and wicked 

thoughts…. Therefore, you must always have God’s Word in your heart, upon your lips, 

and in your ears. But where the heart is idle and the Word does not make a sound, the 
devil breaks in and has done the damage before we are aware.1  

 
In today’s bulletin, you’ll find some practical suggestions to assist you in letting the Word 

of Christ dwell in you richly. 
 

I’d like to remind you of one other opportunity, one where the devil has largely 

succeeded in silence. One of the means by which you can hear the Word is in private confession 
and absolution. Sometimes a sin will trouble you so that it is difficult to believe that you are 

forgiven for it. It plagues you with doubt that God would still love you. Private confession and 
absolution is an opportunity to confess that sin privately to a pastor, who is bound by the 

confessional seal never to divulge what you say. In a brief order of service, you can confess that 

troubling sin, and hear from God’s Word that you are specifically forgiven for that precise sin. 
This is truly a blessing and a liberating gift. If you are troubled by a sin, and its claws are sunk 

deep no matter how much you hear of forgiveness, I encourage you to private confession and 
absolution. It has fallen largely out of favor these days for a number of reasons—none of them 

good and all of them enough to put a smile on the devil’s face. So spite the devil. Make an 
appointment with one of your pastors, confess your sins and be forgiven by Christ. 

 

For here is the Good News: the Word is near you. Christ, the Word made flesh, is near 
you by means of that Word. Your Savior is not far away, watching your boat founder in the storm 

and seeing how well you swim. He is present with you. He’s already gone to the cross and won 
your salvation. He’s raised you up a new creation by water and the Word. He visits you now in 

His Word proclaimed and in His Word-with-bread-and-wine. And against the hassles and the 

distractions that the devil hurls against you, His near-to-you Word stands firm: you are forgiven 
for all of your sins. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

                                                
1Concordia : The Lutheran Confessions, Edited by Paul Timothy McCain, 370 (St. Louis, MO: 
Concordia Publishing House, 2005). 



 

Some Thoughts on Being in the Word 
 

Scheduling 
Set aside time in the morning or evening and make it part of your routine. If you miss a day, just 

pick up the following day. Make the time manageable so that you don’t frustrate yourself; and 

see if you can increase that over time. 
Make every attempt to be present at the Divine Service on Sunday mornings (or Wednesday 

evenings). If this is impossible (not inconvenient, but impossible), at least set aside time to read 
through the lessons for the day and devote some time to prayer. 

Make it a family rule that there will be a devotion at a set time—after dinner, before bed, etc.  
 

Resources For Grown-Ups and Youth 

+Scripture: You can plan either on a time amount (e.g., 10-15 minutes) or a text amount (e.g., 
two chapters).   

+Buy a hymnal for home! The new Lutheran Service Book includes a schedule of daily 
readings, a table of psalms for daily prayer, and four orders of service for devotions at home. 

+Concordia: the Lutheran Confessions: Also known as the Book of Concord, this is a clear 
and correct exposition of God’s Word. This edition is extremely user-friendly and contains a daily 
reading schedule. While it doesn’t replace Scripture, it accurately proclaims the Word of God and 

will complement your devotions. 
+Portals of Prayer: Available free in the narthex, these books feature a devotion for each day. 

+Bulletin: your church bulletin contains Scripture readings to reflect on for the following days, 
as well as a list of next week’s readings on the back page. 

+Treasury of Daily Prayer: Coming in October from CPH, this book promises to be an 

excellent resource that provides daily Scripture readings, prayers, hymns and devotional 
readings. This may well be the best devotional resource available. Stay tuned! 

 
Especially For Families 

+Celebrating Our Faith: Helps for Guiding Children in Worship is a white pamphlet 

available in the narthex brochure rack. It contains many helpful suggestions for teaching young 
children about worship. 

+The Small Catechism wasn’t written primarily for use at church, but so that “the head of the 
family should teach it in a simple way to his household.” Some of the easiest family devotions 

consist of a family memorizing 3-7 words of the Catechism each night. It adds up and teaches 

the basic doctrines of the Christian faith. 
+Hymnals: again, the new Lutheran Service Book contains four orders for home use. Read 
psalms responsively back and forth, along with a passage of Scripture. 
 

 


